December 8, 2006

CONDEMNING IRAN’S COMMIT-
MENT TO HOLD INTERNATIONAL
HOLOCAUST DENIAL CON-
FERENCE

SPEECH OF

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 1091, which con-
demns in the strongest terms Iran’s commit-
ment to hold an international Holocaust denial
conference on December 11-12, 2006. | am
proud to be an original cosponsor of this im-
portant resolution.

I have the honor of representing one of the
world’s largest communities of Holocaust sur-
vivors in the United States. It is on their be-
half, and on behalf of all of their friends and
family who perished at the hands ofthe Nazis
and their collaborators during World War I,
that | make this statement today.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
current intent to host an international Holo-
caust denial conference is only the latest
abominable act he has taken in a series of
anti-Semitic Holocaust denial statements and
actions since he rose to power.

Those of us who understand history and hu-
manity will not let President Ahmadinejad’s ef-
forts to diminish what was one of mankind’s
worst disasters go unanswered. No rational
person can deny the systematic state-spon-
sored murder of 6,000,000 Jews and other tar-
geted groups by Nazi Gennany and its col-
laborators during World War Il. The Holocaust
happened. It was the worst crime and the larg-
est mass murder of the last century. It is a
fact.

President Ahmadinejad’s past and present
declarations and actions—spewing outrageous
anti-Semitic and anti-Israel rhetoric, remaining
a primary source of funding, training, and sup-
port for terrorist groups, and openly threat-
ening Israel and the United States—prove
President Ahmadinejad is on a crusade of ha-
tred and are deeply troubling acts.

| hope other governments, especially those
in Middle East and Islamic world, and those
on the UN Security Council will join me in
speaking out against this hateful and untruthful
rhetoric. President Ahmadinejad’s assault on
the truth is an insult to all.

After the Holocaust the Jewish people
vowed to “Never Forget.” We will never forget.
And the world must never forget. And we will
never bow to the ignorance, threats, bigotry
and fanaticism of Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad—a man whose actions and
words are an insult to the great Persian peo-
ple.

| thank my colleagues who will vote unani-
mously to pass H. Res. 1091.

——
MOURNING  THE PASSING OF
DEARBORN MAYOR MICHAEL
GUIDO

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
mourn the passing and commemorate the life
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of Dearborn, Michigan’s Mayor Michael Guido.
Mayor Guido, 52, passed away last night at
his home surrounded by his family.

The son of Italian immigrants, Michael
Guido got his start in politics 1978 when he
was elected as the youngest Councilman in
Dearborn history. Eight years later, in 1986,
Councilman Guido followed up this historic
first by being the youngest person in Dearborn
history to be elected mayor—a capacity in
which he served until his last days.

Despite being diagnosed with cancer in
February 2006, Mayor Guido remained on the
job every day, continuing to work long hours
at City Hall and around town, attending public
events throughout his outpatient treatment. He
even found the strength to serve as 64th
President of the United States Conference of
Mayors, proving himself many times over as
the leader of this bipartisan force for our Na-
tion’s mayors.

Mayor Guido initiated outstanding improve-
ments to City services, especially in public
safety areas, directed the construction or ren-
ovation of notable city facilities, and oversaw
the completion of dramatic private develop-
ments that improved the city’s tax base and
long term viability.

He was serious about his commitment to
exceptional public service. He set high stand-
ards, and initiated many programs that were
innovative upon their implementation. Among
those are curbside recycling and composting,
loose leaf collection, and a myriad of public
safety initiatives—advanced life support, an
emergency warning system, and an auto-
mated notification system. As a believer in
technology to provide efficient public service,
he knew that there is no replacement for per-
sonal contact and required employees to not
just follow-up with residents, but to solve their
problems.

During his tenure as Mayor, he changed the
facade of Dearborn by initiating development
projects that revived the critical downtown
areas, including West Village and West Village
Commons in the west end, and Georgetown
Commons in the east end. His drive to keep
Dearborn attractive for families and young pro-
fessionals in the face of competition from
newer communities culminated in the con-
struction of the Ford Community & Performing
Arts Center in 2001.

Other significant projects included the ex-
pansion of the Dearborn Ice Skating Center,
the construction of a new Police Head-
quarters, the expansion of the Robert Herndon
Dearborn Hills Golf Course, the redesign of
Ford Woods Park, improvements to Camp
Dearborn and neighborhood pools and parks,
and expansion of Esper Branch Library.

While he will be remembered for his accom-
plishments, he will also be remembered for his
humor and ability to relate to people. As an
accomplished speaker, he adeptly incor-
porated jokes into formal presentations, and
his conversation was pointed yet entertaining
with quips and impersonations.

Mayor Guido’s impact upon the City of
Dearborn will continue to be recognized within
his community and nationally. During an inter-
view years ago, he said he wanted his epitaph
to be “He loved the people of Dearborn, and
they loved him . . .” We will all miss his lead-
ership and will remember his legacy in the
City of Dearborn.
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TRIBUTE TO THE AIR WAR
COLLEGE CLASS OF 2006

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise with great
pride to call attention to a very special and
noteworthy group—the Air War College Class
of 2006. This class graduated on May 25,
2006. These men and women, not only from
our own Armed Forces, but those of 46 other
countries have distinguished themselves, their
school, their communities, and their nations.

The Air War College Class of 2006 had a
remarkable year and | believe these men and
women deserve formal recognition for their ac-
complishments. By any measure, the class of
2006 has not only blazed new trails, but es-
tablished new standards of excellence.

This was the first class to execute the Pro-
fessional Military Education (PME) phase I
curriculum, thus producing joint service quali-
fied officers. It was the first class to have mid-
year students join the class and complete the
demanding academic curriculum. It was also
the first class to have 46 international fellows,
and the first class to send students, as part of
its premiere regional studies, to the country of
Turkmenistan. More importantly, it was the
first class to have State Week, a full week
dedicated to the interaction between DOS/
DOD that will facilitate future cooperation and
more efficient interaction between these future
leaders.

Established in 1946, this is the 60th year of
the Air War College. The Air War College mis-
sion is to be “the foremost center for air and
space education and thought—preparing the
world’s best strategic leaders.” Students must
meet rigorous academic requirements, take re-
sponsibility for academic progress, behavior,
and attendance, and they are expected to par-
ticipate in school and community activities.
They have not only met those rigorous de-
mands but far exceeded them. The class of
2006 and their faculty have consistently shown
not only leadership, but generosity. Together
they donated 67 pints of blood, raised almost
$100,000 for several charities; and members
of the class generously gave their time to trav-
el to Biloxi, MS, to aid in the recovery after
Hurricane Katrina. Notably, other members
opened their homes to displaced military per-
sonnel during that tragic time.

| would like to extend my enthusiastic con-
gratulations to the Air War College Class of
2006, “Warriors, Leaders, and Statesmen”
upon their graduation. | wish them Godspeed
as they move to their next assignments, some
directly into harm’s way, as they become to-
morrow’s strategic leaders in the global war on
terror.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GENE TAYLOR

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, December 5th, 2006, | was unavoid-
ably detained, and | was unable to cast my
vote during rollcall number 524 on H. Res.
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1070, expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that Members of the House
should actively engage with employers and
the American public at large to encourage the
hiring of members and former members of the
Armed Forces who were wounded in service
and are facing a transition to civilian life.

As a member of the House Armed Services
Committee and a long-time champion of the
military men and women who serve our Na-
tion, | would have voted “aye.”

———

IN TRIBUTE TO THE SERVICE OF
CONGRESSMAN LANE EVANS

SPEECH OF

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | join
the people of lllinois and the people of this
country in celebrating the tremendous service
of my dear colleague and friend Congressman
LANE EVANS.

Congressman EVANS was a native of Rock
Island, IL. Drawing on his first-hand experi-
ence a U.S. Marine Veteran in Vietnam, Con-
gressman EVANS has fought hard to bring to
light the experience for our veterans in the
Persian Gulf War. His experience served him
well on the Armed Services Committee. He
worked to increase funding and to expand and
build new veteran clinics across America. Be-
fore coming to Congress, Evans fought as a
lawyer for working families and the poor in
Rock Island. In Congress, in addition to fight-
ing for veterans he also fought for the Environ-
ment. In fact, he was named an “Environ-
mental Hero” by the League of Conservation
Voters and he was awarded the Conserva-
tionist of the Year in 1995 by the lllinois Sierra
Club.

My most fond memories of Rep. EVANS
were when LANE invited me to participate in
the Homecourt Basketball Tournament.
Homecourt Charity Basketball Game features
members of Congress playing against the
Georgetown Law School Faculty to raise
money for the Homeless Legal Center. In
2000, Mervyn L. Jones I, my son, age 16,
began playing on our team. He has played in
every game since 2000. Mervyn and LANE
have gotten to know each other well and he
and | will miss our annual games under the
leadership of LANE EVANS. LANE was the man-
ager and former Rep. Carrie Meek and | were
the coaches. Upon Rep. Meek’s retirement |
took on the coaching responsibilities. | am
committed to keeping the LANE EVANS
Homecourt Basketball tradition alive.

I will truly miss my friend and colleague,
LANE EVANS’ presence on the hill and on the
Basketball Court. | pray that God will continue
to bless LANE EVANS and his family.

TRIBUTE TO 109TH CONGRESS

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ac-
knowledge the accomplishments of the 109th
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Congress and the forward progress America is
experiencing. Much has been accomplished
during these past two years and | believe that
we must recognize the work that has been
done.

We have tackled immigration and found so-
lutions to border security to help stop the flow
of illegal aliens into this country. We have
taken steps to ensure that the Administration,
military and the intelligence community have
the tools they need to fight the war on ter-
rorism efficiently. The economy is growing at
an unprecedented rate, home ownership is up,
un-employment is at 4.4 percent, and the fed-
eral deficit has been cut in half three years
ahead of schedule. The efforts of the 109th
Congress have led us forward to solving and
finding new solutions to the challenges Amer-
ica faces.

| would also like to take this time to thank
my colleagues, many of whom will not be re-
turning for the 110th Congress. It has been a
pleasure to work alongside you to strengthen
America and work on legislation to improve
the lives of millions of Americans. | will truly
miss working with you and wish you the best
in your future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank my col-
leagues for all of their hard work during the
109th Congress and | look forward to working
together in the 110th Congress to continue to
keep America on its prosperous path.

————

GULF OF MEXICO DRILLING BILL

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition to
the underlying bill. Once again the Republican
Congress has used this horrendous martial
law process to ram a bill through on the last
day of session.

It is unclear what exactly is in this bill be-
cause none of us have had a chance to actu-
ally read it.

We do know at least that it represents a last
ditch attempt by the Republican Congress to
sell out to their friends in the oil and gas in-
dustry. This time they want to open up the
Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Mexico
to new drilling—supposedly so they can help
the Gulf Coast rebuild.

Are we really so cynical as to tie assistance
for the gulf coast areas ravaged by Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita and Wilma to new oil and gas
drilling? Are we really going to equate the wel-
fare of Big Oil companies to the needs of hur-
ricane survivors?

It seems like every time we open the news-
paper or turn on the news these days, the oil
industry is announcing another record profit.
Yet here they are again, hat in hand begging
for another giveaway. Do they really need our
help?

| firmly believe that we have a moral re-
sponsibility to help the gulf coast rebuild, but
we should not condition any assistance on the
future revenues of Big Oil.

If we really wanted to help the gulf coast,
we should’ve been debating and passing H.R.
4197, the Hurricane Katrina Recovery, Rec-
lamation, Restoration, Reconstruction and Re-
union Act of 2005, introduced by the Congres-
sional Black Caucus last year.
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If we really wanted to stop our addiction to
oil and produce a real national energy strategy
we wouldn’t be debating this sham idea to
open the gulf to new drilling.

| urge my colleagues to vote “no.”

———

OFFICE NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
POLICY REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mr. SOUDER. Madam Speaker, yesterday,
we passed H.R. 6344, | took the opportunity to
thank the various members of the House and
Senate, without whom we could not have
passed this important and long-overdue legis-
lation. As a point of personal privilege, | want
to take this opportunity to thank the many staff
members who worked so long and so hard for
us.

First, | must thank the Staff director of our
Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Pol-
icy and Human Resources. Marc Wheat has
been with us for over 3 years, and he has
been relentless and energetic in pursuing this
daunting project. There is no other staffer on
the House or Senate side who deserves more
credit.

Subcommittee counsel Dennis Kilcoyne,
who joined our staff in February, has led the
negotiations with the Senate for months and
skillfully steered this legislation through the de-
mands and critiques of the many competing
parties in Congress, the Administration and
private sector. It was a huge task requiring pa-
tience, skill and diplomacy, without which the
effort would not have succeeded.

The bipartisan nature of this negotiation has
been an inspiration, and that is represented on
the House side by Tony Haywood, counsel to
the minority staff of the Government Reform
Committee, who has ably represented the in-
terests of our ranking Subcommittee member,
ELIJAH CUMMINGS. He has been a team player
with our staff.

| cannot forget the role played by our former
Staff Director Chris Donesa—now with the
House Intelligence Committee—and our
former Subcommittee counsel Nick Coleman.
These men brought great insight and skill that
has contributed much to this legislation.

And | would be remiss if | didn’t thank Susie
Schulte of the Government Reform Committee
and Matt Miller of the Speaker's Drug Task
Force, as well as his predecessor Andy
Tiongson. All of these people have been en-
thusiastic and resourceful partners in this fight.

Finally, | must mention all those staff mem-
bers on the Senate side who responded so
well to the hard work of our House Staff. First,
| must thank Gavin Young—who represents
Chairman SPECTER on the Judiciary Com-
mittee—and his predecessor Matt McPhillips,
who just left last week to take up his FBI as-
signment in Denver. These two proved every
bit as skillful in shepherding the bill in the last
few weeks of maneuvering in that mysterious
body we call the United States Senate. Cau-
cus.

Also we thank Jeremy Mischler and Melissa
Sandberg of the Senate Drug Caucus. They
have worked long on behalf of Senator
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